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His Majeſties Gracious Speech to both Houle of Parli- 
arent, on T burſ4ay the 15. of February, 1656, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


7 "2 


CAS: AW Have call:d you together again after a Lorg Proregation, that 
Wy ISNT) Jon might have an opportumty io r:pair the misfortunes of 
Sz 7 FS the Laft Seſſion, andto recover aud reſlore the right uſe and 

0) 4* end of Parliaments. 

KS 7C, vis LAY The time 1 bave g ven you to recolle your ſelves in dud to * 
FESISSF IS conſider whither thoſe differences t.nd , which have been ſ» 
«nbappily managed and improved between you, is enongh to leave you without all 
excuſe, if ever you fall into the like again. 

I am now reſolved to let the World ſer, That it ſhall not be My fan't if they be 
wot made happy by your conſultations in Parliament. 

For I declare My Self very plainly to yon, That I come prepared to give you all 
the ſatiefa@Fion and ſecurity in the great concerns of the Vroteſtant Religion, as 
it ts eflabliſhed in the Church of England, that ſhall reaſonably be ashed, or can 
confift with Ebriſtian prudence. | | 

And I declare wy Self as freely, That Tamready to gratifie you in a ſurther ſes 
curiug of your liberty and property (if you can think you wantit ) Ly as mary 
| good Laws as you ſhall propoſe, and as can conſiſt with the ſafety of the Govern 
ment, without which there will neither be liberty nor property left to ery #1an. 

Meving thut plainly told you what 1 am ready to do for you , I ſhall deal as 
plainly with you again, and tell you what it is1 do expe@ from you, 

Firſt, | do expe@® and require from you,That all occaſions of wifference betwern 
the Two Houſes be caahh, avoided; for elſe they who have no hopes te prevent 
your good reſolutions,will hope by tbis reſerve to hinder them from taking any 
effeÞ. | | | 

Pens let aB wen judge who is moſt for Arbitrary Government they that foment _ 

ſuch differences es tend to diſſolve «ll Parliamentr, or |, that would preſerve this # 
and ell Parliaments from being made nſe'eſs by ſuch diſſentions, > fs 
[= the next place, 1 deſire you 10 conſider the mece(ſity of building more Ships 

and how much all onr ſafetics are concerned in it. —_— 
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4 Wb nd ſrxce tbe Additional Revenue of Exciſe will ſhortly expire, you that know | 
 UViiobe under 4 great burdes of Debts, and how harda ſhift | am making to pay 
| rheypwff arfift wings! bope will never deny Methe contimuarice of thi Reverns, 
gre ſome reaſonableſitpp\y to make My condition more eaſie, NS - 

© Andthat you may be ſatisfied how impoſſible it is (whatſoever ſome men think) 
'* to ſupport the Government with leſs than the preſent Revenue, you may at any time | 
ſee the Tearly Fftabliſht charge, by which it wil appear , That the conjiant and | 
unavoidable Charge being paid , there will remain no Ow-rp'us towards the diſe 
charging thoſe Contingencies which ezay happen in all Kingdoms, and which have 
' bernaconſtaerabie charge to Me tbis laſt Terr, 
'  Toconcludef dorecommeni to you the Peace of the Kingdom , in the careful 
prevention of a'l «fferences, The ſafety of th. Kingdom , in providing for [ome 
P zreater ſtrength at Sea, And the proſperity of th: Kingom, in aſtjt' 1g the r,eceſc 
{ary charge anil ſupport of the Government. 

Ard if any of theſe good Ends ſhould happen to be diſappointed," callGod and 
H1-n to witneſs this day, That the misfortune of that diſappointment (hallnot lie 2t 
Hy door. 
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| ſelves Right againlt the Intidels : Such a peace as brings with it all the fruits of peace, apd 
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Ty Lords aid 044 tbe Knights, Citivzens, and Ap - <* — tas 3 
Burg«(jes ofrbe Houſe of Commons, : : >. 


Fo Por . Y the molt Gracious Pleaſure of the King, you arc here againe Afſemtiey 
Ax 10 hold another Sethion of this Parliament, Wherein the King expects 
e283} your Advice and your Athſtance, Your Advice in Matters of the higheſt. 
{33 Dcliberation, Your Ailiſiance in Matters of ExXtream & prelling Difficulty, 
=P) Tour Deliberations will chiefly beExcrciſcd about thoſe Things which” # 
L324 SF AOIS do bclong unto your peace, The peace of the Church and the peace of the *& 
State, Two Confiderations of fo cloſe a Connexion bet ween themſelves, that inthe very» 2 
Original Writ of Surmons,by vertuc of which yoa ſtill fit here, they are Joyntly Recoms..' * 
mended to yo Countel and your Cire, | , % I 
The pzacc of the Church is hardey to preſerve than the peace of the State, For they who 
ccftire Innovations m tae State, muſt Commonly begin the Attempt upon the Church, f Be 
And by this means it comes to paſs, That the peace of the Ciurch is {p often ditturb?d, nat  * 
onely by thoſe poore milt:ken Soules, who deſerve to be piity*d , but by malicious & De & 
ſigning, Men, who deſerve to be puniſht. And while Things continue in this Eſtate, it 
cannot bz avoided but that the Laws which are neccſ[ary to reftraine-the Malicious, muſt 
and will ſometimes diſquiet and wound thoſe that are Weake, 
What P.cmedics are fit for this Diſcaſe, whether the Fatilt be in the Laws, orin the 
Mcn, in the Men that ſhould Obey or in the Men that ſhould Execute, Whether the 
Cure be a Worke of Time and patience, or of Zcalc and Diligence, Or whether any new 
Expedient can b: ſound to Secure the Ship from that Storme which the ſwelling of two 
contrary Tides fecms to threaten, is wholly left to your Advice, the King hath Called you 
for that End, and doubts not but your Councels will be ſuch as ſhall tend to Safety and'fo | 
Eſtabliſhment. « 
The peace of the ſtate requires as much of your care and vigilance too: our peace at home, 
and our peace abroad. 
As for that abroad, We are at this time,blefſed be God forhis mercy to us, and blefſed 
be the King tor his carc of us, in pcerf:& peace with all the Nations upon earth : Such a 
peace as makes us the Envy of the Chriſtian World , and hath enabled uns to do our 
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deſerves not onely our prayers for the continuance of it , but our beſt and moſt watchful 
care that nothing may be done on our part to givcit an Interruption, * 
But then we muſt contider again, that our peace abroad will not ſubſiſt ary longer ths 
while we do maintain our peace at home 3 for without this, no Kingcom can be able 
AQ in its fu}l {trength, and without that, the Friendſhip or Enmity ef any N ation Xa 
to be confi ierab!le to its Neighbours. | 7 
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Now tis a Great and a dangerous Miltake in thoſe , who think the-peace at home is o 
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| enough preſerv'd ; ſo long as the Sword is uot drawn whereas in truth nothing deſeryes | 
Fl the name of peace ; bit Untty: fp | | EO 
Sa6H 3 HBIEY 83 AWE Fr effi tn ttaſhaken truft #nd confidence between the King 2nd 
his people, tram 4 due Revepcngs 384 Bhd ifher £6 RIS [RAWESARG £6 Ris Governpnicnt from | 
a Religious and an Awtul care, not to remove the Ancient Landmarks, not to dilturl 
thoſe conftitutions which time and pub!ique convenience hath ſettled, trom a Zeale to | 1 
preſerve the who!e frame and order ot the Government upon the old Foundations, and 
trom a pertcct detefiation and Abhorancy ot all ſuch as arc giver to change. Whatever | 
t2!!s thortof this, talls ſhort of peace too. [#4 
It therefore there be any Endeavors to renew , nay if there be not all the Endeavors 
that can be to cxtinguiſh the Memory of all former provocations and offences, and the | 
occations of the like tor the future, It there be ſuch diviſions as beget Great theughts of 
Heart , Shall we call this pcace , beca'ule it i3 not War, cr hecauſe men do not yet take 
the Ficld? 4s well w2 may call it Health when there is a Dangerous fermentation in thc 
Blood and ſpirits, b<cauſe the patientnath not yet taken his Bed. | 
And yct as Evident as it is that al! we have or hope for deperds upon the preſervation 
of our peace and unity at home, AS cc tin 25S itis that nocare to preſerve it will be wan» 


ting here, Neverthcle(s it remains {ti]} t© be wiltt that even this very point were no part | 
of thoſe difficulties we are now to ii» gle with » |j1 
'or thcre are m: ore which wittiout your Ayd and your Afﬀift : TS 
For thcre arc many more wn yc yd and your Alhſtance can never be - \ 
OVCrcome, : | 
Oneis the weakneſs of our Fleetz for Strength & Weaknels can no otherwiſe be judy/'d | 


of than by compariſon : And by this meaſure we may truly judge our Fleet to be leſs | | 
Conſiderable than it was, bec2uſe ours ſtands at a Stay, while our Neighbours round about | + 
us are improv'd. | 

This is an Afﬀair wherein no time would be Loſt,becauſe whenever we ſet about it, itwil| | 
take up ſome conliderable time betore it can be finithr. 

Another weight there is which lies very heavy upon the Revenue, and that is the Debts 
which encumber it: Juſtice and honour oblige the King not to forſake thoſe who have 
allited him with their Ettates in the Defence of the publique. And aitzough the neceſſa- 
ry iſſues of his Revenue, in tne many n?w and chargeable Emergencics of itate, did | 
for a while poltpone their ſatisf:ction , Yet his Majeſty hath now gone very far in it, and 
hath provided for the ſecurity anl payment of an immenſe Sumre, with ſuch DiRiculties 
aS none bur a Juſt and Generous Prince would cver have undergone. | 


And now ſhoald the relt of i:{. ?evenue fail, or fail to be unloaden in ſome D:grce, the » * 
inconvenience to the publique, and thc I: {ecurity of all our Aﬀiires would quickly be to [ | 

| maniteſ(t. £ | 
2 One Difficulty more tacre i3, without which all the Reſt were none, and that is the 
> firange Diffidence and Diltruit, whic.: }i«2 a General Infection begins to (oread it ſelf: | 


into, almoſt all thc Corners cf the Land. 
: Much 
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| Cant boaſt of, to have their Aﬀaires brought into fuch a Condition, that they may in all Hus 
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Much of this rifes from the Artifice ofill Men who create and nouriſh all the Suſpitions © 
which they can Deviſez But the Cure of it lies perfectly in Your Hands , for all this will 
preſently Vaniſh as ſoone as Men ſhall fee your Acquieſcence, and the fruits of it in a 
cheerfull concurrence with His Majeſty to all thoſe good .and Publſque Ends which He 
hath now ſo Earneitly Recommended to You. 

It would be ſomewhat ſtrange; and without all Example in Story,that aiNation ſhould be 
twice ruin'd,twice undone,by the ſelt-ſame way and means, the ſame Fears and Foealowſies. 

Will any man that doth but give himſelfe leave to Think , refuſe to Enjoy and take 
Comfort in the Bleflings that are preſent, onely for feare of future Changes and Alterati- 
Ons? 

Surely ?cis enough for any Kingdome, and more than moſt Kingdomes in the World 


mane probability, and unlefle it- be their Owne Default, continue for a Long Time (afe.and 
Happy. 

Future Contingencies arc not capable of any Certain proſfpe& : A ſecurity beyond that 
of Humane probability, no Nation ever did,or ever ſhall Attaine to. 

Ifa Kingdome be Guarded by Nature againſt all Dangers from without, and then will 
Rely too much upon what Nature hath done for them; If a Kingdom be Warnd and 
caution'd againk all Dangers from within, by former Experiences, and then will cither 
forget, or make no Uſe of thoſe Experiences; It a Kingdome be Powerful inShipping and 
Navigation, and then ſee their Neighbors Endeavouring to Overpower them that way, 
without being ſollicitoas enough to Augment and Reinforce their owne Naval Strength; 
it a Kingdom be Happy in-the trequent Aſſemblies of their Great Councels, wherezall that 
is grievous may be Redreſt, andall that is wanting may be EnaQted, and then "ry 
der thoſe Councels uſelefſe and impraRicable, by continuing endleſs Diſtrations 3 Who _ 
can wonder if their Aﬀaires ſhould begin to be leſle Proſperous, when otherwiſe , Hu- 
manely ſpeaking,and in.all common Probability,their Condition . would have been out of 
the Reach of Fortune,and their Security in a manner impregnable« 

My Losds and Gentlemen, 

If the preſaging malice of our Enemies ſhould pretend to foretell any ſuch Fate as this 
to befall Us:, the wiſdome and the Magnanimity ofthis Great Councel will quickly 
be too hard for all their Auguries, The Honor and the Loyalty of this Auguſt and Vene- 
rable Aſſembly Will leave no kind of roome foqr,any ſuch, Divinations. . 

You that have the Happineſs to Live under'ſo Excellent a Monarchy , fo Admirable a 
Conſtitution and Temper of Government, You that remember what the want of this Gc= 
y:rnment coft us, and the miſerable Deſolations which attended it, have all the Motives, 
and are under all the Obligations that can be to Secure and advance the Intereſt of it, 

The King on his part meets you with ſo Open and fo Full a Heart, and is ſo Abſolutely 
Reſolv*d and Determin'd to do all that in Himlies.to Glad the Hearts of his people , that - 
it muſt be the ſtrangeſt Infelicity inthe woridzifcither He or His Subjects ſhould meet with. Þ 

any BR 


(3) 
any Diſappointments kerte | IT 

For the King hath no Deſires ibnit-what are publique,no 'Endsor Ayms which terminate 
in Hinifelt , All -His Endeavors are focntirely bent upon the Welfare of All His Domint- - 
ons, that He doth not think any man a good Subject who doth-not Hearttly 'Love His * 
Country: And therefore let no man pals tor a good. Patriot,” -who doth not as Heartily 
Love and ſerve hisPrinces |! | 

Private men indeed are {ubject to be mifl:d by private Intereſts, and may Entcrtain: 
ſome vain and flender hopes of Surviving the Misfortunes of the pihlique, But a prince 
is fire to fall with it ; and therefore caninever have any TacereſtsDivided- from it. 

To Live and Die with the King is the Higheſt profettion a Subje&t can make, and Comes 
times cis a protelhon onely and no more; Butin a King it is an abſolute necc{lity, *tis a 
fate inevitable , that he muli Live and Die with his people, ©: 

Away then with all the vatn Imaginations of thoſe wholabour to infuſe a Miſbelief of the -- 
Goverment; Away withthoſcill meant diltinctonsbetween theCourt & theCountry;between 4! 
the Natural & the politique-Capucity,8&kt all who go about! to perſwade others that theſe ; 
are two ſeveral Interclts, have u-care of that preeipice to which ſuch principles may lead 
them, For the firik Men that: ever began to diltinguiſh 'of their duty , never left off till 
they'had quite diftinguiſht themſelves out of all their Allegiance, 

' My Lords and Gentlemen 

The King-hath folong| had , and til! retaines ſuch honourable Thoughts of theſe iffem> 
blies , that We ought to make it! one great -part of 'our Buſineſs to deſerve the conti- 
nuance of His M3jeſties Grace and good Opinion, = *1 

Let:no Cententionthen come near this place , but that of a Noble Emutation whoſhall. 
Serve his Country belt, by well Scrving of the King 3 letno pation enter here; but that of a 
pious Zeal tolay hold upon all opportunities of promoting; the Honour and Service'e the 
Crown till our Enemes Qiſpair of ever. prohting by any Diſorders amongſt Us. 

And letall who pray forithe long Life and Proſperity of the King , add their Endea« 
yours t9 their prayers,.and ftady to prolong this Sacred Life, by giving Him all the Joys 'of 
- Heart which can arlilc trom the Demonſtrations of the Lively and the Warm AﬀeRious of 
His people. 
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